

Locked out public housing protestors and supporters rally outside HUD, calling for the reopening of all 
public housing units in New Orleans. HUD Secretary Alphonso Jackson goes to the fence and gets 
an earful. photo/common ground media 
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The housing crisis 
and the fight for 
a new society 



Demanding rights for the homeless in St. Petersburg, Fla., earlier this year. 
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Across the country, in many forms, 
people are fighting about housing. 
They’re struggling to escape the curse 
of homelessness, or get better housing, 
or cheaper housing, or against gentrifi- 
cation, or to keep public housing, or re¬ 
turn to their homes after being forcibly 
displaced. A national movement around 
housing is steadily developing, a reflec¬ 
tion of the housing crisis we face. But 
what is at the root of the crisis? 

Mortgage and rent payments keep 
rising while incomes keep falling. A 
Harvard study found that a family with 
only one full-time minimum-wage 
earner can’t afford a standard two-bed- 
room apartment anywhere in the coun¬ 
try. Millions who own their homes are 
threatened with foreclosure. The grow¬ 
ing poverty is the major cause of the 
housing crisis, but what is causing the 
spreading poverty? 

Every time humanity finds a faster, 
easier way to produce the things it 
needs, that way of producing becomes 
the standard. It replaces all other forms 
of production. The wooden plow gave 
way to the iron plow. The steam engine 
replaced the horse. Electrical and oil- 
driven machinery gave rise to modern 
mechanical industry and the assembly 


line, eliminating manufacturing by 
hand. And now human labor itself is be¬ 
ing replaced — by the robot and the 
computer. 

This is creating a crisis, because we 
live under a system where human labor 
power is exchanged for wages, and we 
use our wages to buy what we need, in¬ 
cluding housing. Now the employers 
have less and less use for human labor 
power. That means fewer jobs, and 
falling wages for those still working. 
This is the ultimate root of the housing 
crisis. 

The simple truth is, the corporations 
that own and control the economy won’t 
pay for labor they don’t need, and they 
won’t pay to house that labor, either. 
This is clearly seen in the cuts in feder¬ 
al housing assistance and the portion of 
federal money devoted to it. 

Those trying to get into the Section 8 
Housing Choice Voucher program, the 
nation’s primary rent assistance 
program for low-income families, face 
a two- to three-year wait because pro¬ 
gram funding hasn’t kept pace with 
demand. Housing assistance only ac¬ 
counts for a little over 1 percent of the 
federal budget. 

The ultimate root of the problem, of 


course, is a system based on private 
property. One area where you can see 
this is in the private ownership of most 
of the land and the housing the private 
developers build on it. If the developers 
want to gentrify a neighborhood and 
displace people, they can - if you can’t 
pay, you can’t stay. 

But the broader, deeper question un¬ 
derneath all this is, how can you contin¬ 
ue to have a system based on 
exchanging wages for labor power, 
when the computer and the robot are 
eliminating labor? The short answer is, 
you can’t. We either have to have a new 
system or starve. 

The housing crisis brings this into 
stark relief. Here is a system that can no 
longer do the most fundamental thing a 


human society must do: shelter people. 
This has set the stage for the struggle 
we’re now seeing develop. On the one 
hand, the corporations who own this 
country cannot give up the system of 
private property, where people are 
forced to pay for housing or do without 
it. On the other hand, the people who 
are either homeless or being pushed to¬ 
ward homelessness are forced to fight 
for housing. 

We can only win this fight by uniting 
all the various housing struggles under 
a common demand: we all have a right 
to decent, safe housing, regardless of 
our ability to pay for it, and we must de¬ 
mand that the government guarantee 
this. 
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Rebuilding New Orleans: 

Know your enemy, know yourself 



Marchers at the US Social Forum in Atlanta demanded justice for Katrina 

Victims. PHOTO/USSF/ATLANTA 


COVER STORY 


This second anniversary of hurricane 
Katrina’s destruction of New Orleans 
will be marked by hundreds of meetings 
and demonstrations to criticize what 
seems to be an inept, racist governmen¬ 
t’s response marked by cronyism and 
class indifference. This estimate of the 
Bush administration is an echo of the 
criticism of the way the war against Iraq 
was planned and executed. There, we 
heard about no exit strategy and poor 
preparation for the kind of war that is 
being fought. 

Politics is war. The laws of political 
struggle are exactly the same as in a mil¬ 
itary conflict. Sun Tzu 4,000 years ago, 
summing up these laws, began with, 
“know your enemy, know yourself.” 
Does anyone really believe that a ruling 
class that destroyed the Soviet Union, 
placed men on the moon, put robots on 
Mars, disoriented the Chinese revolution 
and turned the national liberation move¬ 
ments into pillars of imperialist strength 
can possibly be inept and indifferent? 
The American invaders have no exit 
strategy in Iraq because they don’t in¬ 
tend to leave. They haven’t rebuilt New 
Orleans because they have an entirely 
different New Orleans in mind. 

Sun Tzu goes on to explain that the 
basis of all strategy in war is deception. 
Perhaps they want us to think that 
blithering idiots run the government. 
How does all this apply to the human 
catastrophe that was New Orleans? 

The magnitude of the tragedy is the 
context for the administration’s plans. In 
five Gulf States, 90,000 square miles 
were utterly destroyed. That is an area 
roughly eight times the size of Belgium. 
Almost 2,000 people were killed or are 
missing. A quarter of a million homes 
were destroyed. A huge and vital area 
became open to globalization and the 


August 29 tribunal 
to take testimony 
about Katrina 

On August 29, the second 
anniversary of the man-made 
disaster called Katrina, survivors 
will hold a tribunal in New 
Orleans to take testimony about 
what happened, in order to 
expose what the U.S. government 
did to promote the demise of 
the poor in New Orleans. The 
People’s Tribune urges our 
readers to support and participate 
in this effort. 


neo-cons’ ideas of social engineering. 
The Thailand Tsunami Survivors and 
Supporters stated that “For businessmen- 
politicians, the Tsunami was the answer 
to their prayers, since it literally wiped 
those coastal areas clean of the commu¬ 
nities which had previously stood in the 
way of their plans for resorts, hotels, 
casinos and shrimp farms. To them all 
the costal areas are now open land.” This 
is true regarding New Orleans. 

The city of New Orleans, as a city, is 
not vital to the national economy or to 
globalization. The ports and petrol- 
chemical industry identified with the 
city are. The Port of South Louisiana is 
the largest port in the United States by 
tonnage and the fifth largest in the 
world. Vital to our economy and the 
gateway to economic control of South 
and Central America, these ports were 
quickly repaired. What about the city? 
One of the poorest cities in the country, 
New Orleans was corrupt, crime infest¬ 
ed and worst of all for the Bourbon 
elite, 68 percent Black. Katrina was 
their Tsunami. New Orleans became the 
testing ground for the privatization 
strategies—from charter schools, to 


militarization of disaster recovery. 

While the opposition screamed about 
an inept government that led us into a 
quagmire in Iraq, the basic strategic goals 
of the invasion were accomplished. The 
military built a series of strategic, perma¬ 
nent bases, (the recently passed law 
against such bases is just more smoke 
and mirrors since it is not retroactive). 
The oil and state sectors of the economy 
were privatized, and preparations for the 
overthrow of the Iranian government are 
in place (Mission accomplished). 

The most deadly error in war or poli¬ 
tics is to underestimate your enemy. 
Ours is experienced, ruthless and inde¬ 
scribably powerful. Yet, they are weak 
and doomed because they are moving 
against the will of the peoples of the 
earth, against the logic of history. If rev¬ 
olutionaries will accept an objective, 
common foundation for unity we can 
win this fight. That foundation is the 
political and economic demands of the 


new class of dispossessed that is being 
created by electronic production. The 
objective demand of this moment is a 
co-operative, communist reorganization 
of this war torn, starving, disease- 
ridden planet. 

The revolutionary struggle for politi¬ 
cal power to achieve this end lies 
through the fight for the immediate de¬ 
mands of this class here and now. The 
political demand of the new class of 
dispossessed and the sections of society 
connected to it, economically, socially, 
politically, or morally, is for political 
power to insure the basic fundamental 
moral demands of human decency for 
housing, food, water, education, health 
care, safety and security. These are all 
economically possible now, but politi¬ 
cally impossible without a transforma¬ 
tion of power. Our enemy is not stupid, 
they are clear. We must become just as 
clear. Time is short and the future de¬ 
pends on us. 
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By the National Health Care Committee of the 
League of Revolutionaries for a New America 

Editor’s note: A committee member wrote this arti¬ 
cle for the committee. 

I had an opportunity to preview SiCKO in Chicago, 
prior to the movie opening to the public. I saw the 
movie with hundreds of RNs and other supporters of 
guaranteed health care. The audience was an extreme¬ 
ly friendly one; therefore, it will be impossible to talk 
about “converts” or other nay-Sayers who saw the light 
at the end of the movie. 

But the comment of one of the nurses after viewing 
the movie speaks to why the film is controversial. Her 
comment: “we need to get rid of capitalism.” This is 
why the movie is so controversial since many people 
will leave the theatre thinking or saying the same 
thing. Focusing on the true cause of the misery people 
faced even when they had insurance and coming away 
from the movie understanding that profits, that is, cor¬ 
porations, are the cause is quite controversial. 


Nurses rally for guaranteed health care in 
Chicago. photo/donated 

class people who have insurance coverage are just as 
likely to be “dumped” from the system as the poor and 
destitute are “dumped” unceremoniously onto Skid 
Row. The outcomes are the same, someone is harmed; 
someone dies. Truly if the demands of the most desti¬ 
tute among us are met, then the demands of the “mid¬ 
dle class” are met as well. 

OTHER COUNTRIES PROVIDE UNIVERSAL HEALTH 
CARE AS A RIGHT NOT A COMMODITY 



Why is Michael Moore’s film SiCKO 
so controversial? 


THE FILM POSES THE IDEA 
OF A COOPERATIVE SOCIETY 

Unlike so many of the films’ detractors I liked the 
partiality in this film. Is it possible to be impartial 
about the life, death or health of a fellow human being? 
From a political perspective, Mr. Moore does a good 
job of posing the notion of some sort of cooperative so¬ 
lution for our problems as opposed to the rough-riding 
individualism, consumerism and destructiveness that 
dominates our society. He characterizes this by saying 
that we need to uphold our constitution which begins, 
“We, the people....” Not ME, the people....” 

There are perhaps concerns that Moore gives less 
coverage to the plight of the destitute, but the film does 
address the issue in some fairly clever ways. In one 
scene Moore is speaking with an older self-proclaimed 
Canadian Conservative Party member. Moore asks why 
he supports the Canadian universal health care system. 
Why should he pay for someone else to have access to 
universal health care? The man in response says in 
essence, “it is the humane thing to do, that is, to help 
those that are less fortunate so that everyone benefits.” 

The film is decidedly directed toward the “middle 
class” viewer, that is, those who think they are safe and 
comfortable because they have a health insurance pol¬ 
icy. But, again, Moore in the film shows that middle 


Mr. Moore takes the viewer on tours of the health and 
social systems of Canada, England, France and Cuba. 
All four of these countries provide their citizens with 
access to free, quality health care at a small fraction of 
the amount of money the US system spends to keep the 
various corporations flush with profits. Canada, Eng¬ 
land and France are under tremendous pressure to glob¬ 
alize their economies and in recent years have witnessed 
massive public unrest when these health care systems, 
access to housing, jobs and job security have been 
threatened by the onslaught of globalization. 

A SOCIAL MOVEMENT IS 
GETTING UNDER WAY 

An independent political demand, separate from the 
Democrats is needed. In fact, the film shows that De¬ 
mocrats and Republicans alike were bought by the 
health insurance industry. Looking to the politicians to 
fix the health care system will lead to more disap¬ 
pointment, but it will lead more people to conclude 
what the nurse concluded after seeing the movie, that 
capitalism is the problem, that the system of private 
ownership of the public necessaries of life must be de¬ 
stroyed. And that a society that cares for the needs of 
the most destitute among us can be fought for and won 
so that the needs of all us will be met. This is why the 
film is so controversial. 


The Water Front/ a 
new documentary film 
produced by Liz Miller, 
wins an award! 

The film documents 
the struggle for water in 
Highland Park, Michigan. 

Over 45,000 homes in the 
Detroit area do not have water. 

The Water Front was screened at Ecofest in Greece and won the “Water Award.” This text accompanied the 
award: 

“Water is not only an issue affecting poor countries. Everywhere in the world, people are facing a diversity 
of difficulties in accessing water. And the characters Liz Miller chooses to portray in her film are particularly 
strong, in their interesting way of facing up to the situation, reacting, gathering, getting involved and fighting 
together. Covering all water issues, from pricing to privatization and—above all—the human right to WATER, 
this film sends a strong message on the way public participation and action can overcome problems.” 



Contact Speakers for a New America for information on showing the film in your city. 
Email info@speakersforanewamerica or call 800-691-6888. 
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Pensions 
‘investing’ 
in hedge 
fund bets 

By Dave Ransom 

Living on your pension, or thinking of doing 
so some day? Good luck! It’s a measure of the 
craziness at this time in capitalism that your pen¬ 
sion fund may be “investing” (that’s the polite 
term) in hedge funds. 

Hedge funds are the unregulated black boxes 
of speculative capitalism that routinely make bil- 
lion-dollar bets on what amounts to thin air. And 
if you doubt me, here’s how the Washington Post 
puts it: 

“Once reserved for the wealthy, hedge funds 
are lightly regulated investment vehicles that are 
handling an increasing amount of money for 
middle-class workers through pension funds,” 
the Post wrote on July 14. 

“Now an estimated 9,000 hedge funds with as¬ 
sets of $ 1.4 trillion are making big bets on move¬ 
ments in multiple markets—stocks, bonds, 
commodities, currencies, futures and derivatives.” 

BELLY UP 

These “bets” are just that, wagers on whether 
or not these markets move up or down. The 
hedge funds don’t actually own the stocks, 
bonds, or currencies. Instead, they bet on 
whether such things are going to win, place, or 
show. 

Now public-sector pension funds from Cali¬ 
fornia to New Jersey are putting down money on 
these bets. The San Diego County Employees 
Retirement Association, for instance, has 20 per¬ 
cent of its members’ pension money invested in 
hedge funds, including Amaranth Advisors — 
which went belly up a year ago. 

Since the basic concept behind pension funds 
is supposed to be “little risk, guaranteed return,” 
investing in hedge funds is “a very dangerous 
approach,” the Massachusetts secretary of state 
told the Post. 

But why would normally sane pension admin¬ 
istrators start placing bets instead of making in¬ 
vestments? Their explanation: they can’t meet 
their pension pay-out requirements unless they 
hit one big! 

LOTTERY 

When Poppa Pension Fund starts buying lot¬ 
tery tickets to make ends meet, middle-class 
America can start kissing itself goodbye. That’s 
what big capital is already doing, saying there’s 
not enough to go around, waving a sad goodbye 
while standing ready to take your lottery dollars. 

All that’s a crock. There’s more than enough 
wealth to go around, but the producers of that 
wealth (that’s us) are going to have to put our¬ 
selves in charge if it’s going to be doled out 
equally. 

So if they’re going to bet your pension in a 
day at the track, don’t get mad, get even! Get ed¬ 
ucated, get organized, and get moving, helping 
the rest of working-class America build a politi¬ 
cal party of, by, and for our class. 
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The mortgage con game 


Millions may lose their 
homes, millions more 
take a hit to their 
pension funds 

By Cliff Bailey 

Owning your own home—it’s part of the “Ameri¬ 
can Dream.” For many, that dream is now turning into 
a nightmare. And for millions of workers, this night¬ 
mare will continue for years and years. If you have an 
adjustable-rate mortgage that has recently reset, you 
know what I’m talking about. 

For those who haven’t heard of them, adjustable- 
rate mortgages (ARMs) are home loans that start with 
a low, “teaser” interest rate. In recent years, the finan¬ 
cial class used those low rates to entice millions into 
buying houses they couldn’t possibly afford. Now 
many of these workers stand to lose their homes—and 
their savings—because of these predators. 

With an ARM, the interest rate is recalculated at 
regular intervals (from six months to two years). Es¬ 
pecially the first time this happens, the rate goes up 
significantly—often 50 percent or more. So monthly 
payments go up hundreds of dollars. Few can afford 
that kind of increase—not for long. 

This was painfully true for a 49 year-old factory 
worker who bought a house in Richmond Heights, a 
suburb of Cleveland. The interest rate on his ARM re¬ 
cently shot up from 7.75 percent to 11.75 percent, in¬ 
creasing his payment from $1,104 to $1,873. 

MILLIONS IN TROUBLE 

Because his salary did not also go up a whopping 
$771 a month, he was forced into foreclosure, accord¬ 
ing to Neighborhood Housing Services of Greater 
Cleveland. Though NHS has helped many people keep 
their homes, the man’s higher payments were more 
than he could possibly handle even with their aid. 

This scene is being repeated every day from Maine 
to California. Good people whose only crime was 
wanting to own their own home were targeted by 
predatory lenders. Their mortgages then got bundled 
into “mortgage-backed securities” which major Wall 
Street banks sliced and diced and sold in pieces to big- 
time investors. It was easy money. So the merry-go- 
round went round and round—until last year, when 
housing prices began to fall. 

With housing prices falling, the good people who 
had been conned into buying houses they could not 
possibly afford were no longer able to take out home- 
equity loans to pay the bills. And for many, their ARM 
mortgage at the same time was bumping up—mean¬ 
ing they faced getting bumped out, as they began 
missing their mortgage payments. 

In March of this year, Wall Street and the govern¬ 
ment began to publicly take notice of the problems 
with “subprime” mortgages. They did so, not because 
millions of workers stand to loose their homes, but be¬ 
cause subprime lenders were going broke, and the 
banks looked like they might take a big hit as well. 

SUBPRIMES AND PENSIONS 

Already, some 50 subprime lenders have gone out 



of business. One of the largest, New 
Century Financial, filed for bankrupt¬ 
cy protection in early April. That’s a 
joke! Its owners weren’t bankrupt— 
they walked away with $40.6 million 
by selling their stock earlier when the 
price was higher. But industry-wide, 
more than a million working families 
stand to be left with no house and no 
savings. 

Are you thinking that this may be a 
tragedy for those facing foreclosure, 
but it doesn’t affect you? Think again. 
Billions in mortgage-backed securi¬ 
ties were sold to pensions and mutual 
funds. One of the largest holders is the 
Teachers Insurance and Annuity As¬ 
sociation. Are you a teacher, or do you 
depend on someone who is? If so, you 
will be made poorer by these ARM’s. 

Do you have a 401k in mutual 
funds that have invested in mortgage- 
backed securities? Then you, too, will 
be made poorer by by these ARM’s. 
The fallout from ARM’s will affect 
workers, their families, and retirees of 
all stripes. It will not affect the finan¬ 
cial class. They already have their 
money — your money. 

This is yet another example of the 
divide between the two classes. And 
it is yet another rallying point. As 
working-class Americans, what do we 
want? Do we want decent shelter 
(homes) for all, or profits for a few? 
Only you can decide. If it’s decent 
shelter for all, then join us in the 
struggle. 


IT AIN’T YOUR FAULT 

If your mortgage payments have just jumped over the moon, 
it ain’t your fault. You were conned. 

In the 1990’s, speculative capitalists took huge profits from 
the skyrocketing stocks of internet and related high-tech com¬ 
panies—the “dot-coms.” When the dot-coms crashed at the 
close of the decade, it brought an end to that financial opportu¬ 
nity. Yet another financial bubble had burst—with predictable 
results. 

Because the owners and financiers control the means of pro¬ 
duction and the money supply, they knew when to cash out. Be¬ 
cause we in the working class do not control those things, we 
were left holding the bag. Millions lost their jobs, lost their sav¬ 
ings, lost their retirement. 

Now we are rapidly approaching the end of another cycle of 
speculative capitalism - another bubble. Once again the big cap¬ 
italists have cashed out. Once again we in the working class are 
left holding the bag. And in the bag is a mountain of excessive 
mortgage debt—debt that the speculative capitalists created to 
inflate the bubble we are in, trillions of dollars of debt. 

Debt is familiar. Speculation on such a grand scale is not. 
The financiers created bonds backed with mortgage debt on 
overpriced homes. The bonds were then sold to investors, and 
the money was used to create more debt—to sell more mort¬ 
gages on homes that became even more overpriced, thus creat¬ 
ing the bubble. 

Though the “value” of the homes, and the mortgages (and the 
bonds created out of mortgages) went up and up and up, nothing 
at all was produced in the process. Nothing! It was and is an 
enormous con game—a pyramid scheme with the working-class 
at the bottom and the capitalists at the top. 

Funny thing about pyramids—all the strength is at the bot¬ 
tom. Maybe it’s time to flex some muscle. 
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THE STRUGGLE AROUND HOUSING IN AMERICA 

Dear Readers, 

On this page we are highlighting some of the housing struggles raging across the nation. It’s becoming clear that we either have a new system or starve. The housing crisis brings this 
into stark relief. Here is a social system that can no longer do the most fundamental thing a human society must do: shelter people. The corporations who own this country cannot give 
up private property. We can only win this fight by uniting all the housing struggles under a common demand: we all have a right to decent, safe housing, regardless of our ability to pay 
for it, and we must demand that the government guarantee this. SEND YOUR HOUSING ARTICLES TO THE PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE. ORDER BUNDLES OF PAPERS TO DIS¬ 
TRIBUTE. Call 800-691-6888 for more information. 


The Struggle and Victory for Scott Carver Homes 


BY JOSEPH PHELAN 
MIAMI WORKERS CENTER 


In 2001, Miami Workers Center (MWC) and its grass¬ 
roots organizing project LIFFT (Low-Income Families 
Fighting Together) successfully stopped the destruction of 
750 units at Liberty Square Projects, affectionately know 
as the Pork n’ Beans. We stormed the U.S. Housing and 
Urban Development building in Washington, DC and de¬ 
manded that the HOPE VI grant be denied. 

At the same time another HOPE VI grant had already 
been approved to demolish the historic James E. Scott and 
Carver Projects. With this demolition, 850 public housing 
units were to be destroyed and replaced with merely 80 
units of public housing and town houses. 

Utilizing the momentum of the victory at the Pork n’ 
Beans, MWC/LIFFT began aggressively organizing to re¬ 
verse the Scott Carver HOPE VI plan. Between 2002 and 
2006 MWC and LIFFT were able to force some improve¬ 
ments in the plan through direct action, civil rights law¬ 
suits, coalition work, and community awareness building. 
However, the county displaced all 1,129 families between 
1999-2004 and demolished all but one building by 2006. 

The displaced residents were scattered throughout the 
region and received little of their promised services. In an 
unprecedented housing boom, many residents were “lost” 
by the housing system that was supposed to look after 
their interests. An unholy pirate union between private de¬ 
velopers, county commissioners, and agency bureaucrats 
ruled the day. 

While grassroots members militantly fought this power¬ 
ful alliance, the issue of Scotts rarely made it out of the 
African-American community. 

Last fall The Miami Herald’s series “House of Lies” 
publicly exposed the corruption and collusion between 
county government and private developers. It showed that 
tens of millions of taxpayer dollars for affordable housing 
had been stolen, misused or squandered. Scott Carver 
Homes was a glaring example of the scandal. 

Even though the HOPE VI plan at Scotts was central to 
the county scandal and former residents were central to 
the coalition’s fight, the county bureaucracy held fast to 
the original HOPE VI plan. There we erected a “Find Our 
People” name wall to list and find all displaced residents 
of Scotts. The county had lost track of over half of the dis¬ 
placed families. 

In five weeks of activity the campaign located 240 Scott 
Families. The Scott site became a central gathering and 
networking place for displacees. 

In the face of building momentum, the county moved to 
shut down the site. The result was a major stand-off be¬ 
tween members and police, which resulted in a stand- 



At the recent US Social Forum in Atlanta, Miami 
Workers Center members marched with the Right to 
the City Alliance, which fights gentrification. 

PHOTO/MIAMI WORKERS CENTER 

down by the county administration. One week later on 
Valentines Night, the police came back, evicted members, 
and fenced off the site. 

Meanwhile, USHUD was threatening to take over the 
local housing agency and put it into federal receivership. 
While the county attempted to demonstrate administrative 
improvements, undersecretary for Housing at USHUD, 
Orlando Cabrera, who is also heavily connected to Mi¬ 
ami’s powerful Latin Builders Association, seemed deter¬ 
mined to force a federal takeover. 

In this context, the newly hired head of MDHA, Kris 
Warren, reached out to MWC/LIFFT to dialogue about 
HOPE VI and the potential federal takeover. The result of 
these conversations is a historic breakthrough agreement, 
made on February 27, 2007. 

The agreement is a huge step for self-determination of 
the poor African American community in Miami. It guar¬ 
antees one-for-one replacement of low-income housing, 
the right to return for all displaced residents and broader 
community oversight. 

With this accord, MWC/LIFFT entered a tactical al¬ 
liance with leadership of county government to stave off a 
federal takeover. 

This is one of the most significant housing agreements 
for low-income communities in Miami-Dade history. It 
also represents a potentially watershed moment for the 
predominantly African-American community of Liberty 
City. This could be a huge step in reclaiming the self-de¬ 
termination of the community, its land and reshaping the 
neighborhood in the interests of those who live there. 

We are still fighting to make sure this agreement moves 
forward. In the ensuing months we have gotten over 100 
displaced families re-housed and connected with services 
after the county had “lost” them. 

We surely are not out of the woods yet, but we are mov¬ 
ing, always moving forward. 



Pam Kinkaid photo/mike Rhodes 


Demand justice for 
Pam Kinkaid 

BY SANDRA REID 


Pam Kinkaid, a courageous leader in the 
struggle against the City of Fresno’s de¬ 
struction of homeless people’s property, 
has brain damage and is being taken off 
life support. Mike Rhodes, editor of the 
Community Alliance, said “Pam went 
through the door to an outside balcony at 
the nursing home (an alarm is supposed to 
go off) and somehow went over the edge. 
It is not clear if Pam slipped and fell, 
jumped, was thrown, or slipped over the 
side. Her brain was compressed into the 
stem of the spinal cord. 

“Pam was one of the many homeless 
people who you wouldn’t know was 
homeless unless she told you. For this to 
happen to her speaks volumes about the 
tragic conditions in our country” said Je¬ 
remy Alderson, Director of the Home¬ 
lessness Radio Marathon. 

Many unanswered questions remain. 
One, how did it happen? Two, why did 
Pam receive such outrageously bad care? 
Three, Pam was put in a nursing home re¬ 
cently because she had been severely at¬ 
tacked. Her boyfriend was an eyewitness 
to her attack. He said that the police are 
implicated. Yet there has been no investi¬ 
gation. “We need to demand, in the 
strongest terms possible, that we learn the 
truth,” said Mike Rhodes. 

A decision has been made to donate 
Pam’s organs so others can live. Justice 
for Pam Kinkaid. 


Under attack! 


BY JOHN SLAUGHTER 


ATLANTA—On the opening day of 
the United States Social Forum 
(USSF) in Atlanta the Metro Atlanta 
Task Force for the Homeless, located 
at Peachtree and Pine, organized and 
led a rally at City Hall to protest the 
evictions from and the demolition of 
public housing in Atlanta. During the 
USSF, Peachtree and Pine was a 
hotbed of activity as they played host 
to the thousands who came to Atlanta 
to talk about fundamental change. 

In retaliation, the city government 
and corporations have launched an all- 
out assault on the Task Force, aimed at 
shutting it down. Over 500 homeless 
persons a day are provided services 
and shelter at Peachtree and Pine, and 
the Homeless Task Force has long 
been a leader in the fight to end home¬ 
lessness and to provide housing for all 
in the city. The government has now 
moved to defund the Task Force, ac¬ 


cusing it of “enabling” and “ware¬ 
housing” the homeless, and for being 
a magnet for crime and drugs. 

It is clear that what is really going 
on is a war on the poor, but the Home¬ 
less Task Force is in the way. The area 
in which Peachtree and Pine is located 
in already undergoing gentrification, 
and the demonizing and criminalizing 
of the homeless is part of the cam¬ 
paign to have the poor “disappeared” 
from this new haven for the rich. And 
the developers can hardly wait to get 
their hands on the property at 
Peachtree and Pine. 

The city government, in league with 
the corporate interests represented by 
Central Atlanta Progress, may have 
fired the first shot, but the battle is not 
over by a long shot. The Metro Atlanta 
Task Force for the Homeless vows that 
it is not going anywhere, and the 
homeless, the poor and progressive 
forces throughout the city are rallying 
to their cause. 



A rally at Atlanta’s City Hall in June to protest the evictions from and the 
demolition of public housing in Atlanta. photo/ussf/atlanta 



There were at least three police cruisers and six or seven officers involved to 
sort out the alleged “crime” of Sherri Williams, a homeless woman needing to 
use the bathroom in a Fresno, California McDonald’s. photo/mike Rhodes 


Use a restroom: Go to jail! 


BY MIKE RHODES 


Sherri Williams was cited by the po¬ 
lice because she tried to use the restroom 
at McDonald’s at Olive and highway 99 
in Fresno. Williams and her husband A1 
are regular customers at McDonald’s. 
They’re homeless and she uses a wheel¬ 
chair. A1 bought a cup of coffee and 
Sherri headed to the restroom. That is 
when McDonald’s manager Michelle 
Torres said “I need you to go, you’re not 
purchasing anything.” A1 said that Sherri 
needed to use the restroom and after that 
she would buy something. Torres went to 
summons a police officer. 

The officer arrived and said that “this 
is a private restaurant and they can refuse 
service to anybody.” A1 pointed out that 
they can only refuse service if they have 
a reason. The officer said if she does not 
leave “she is going to be arrested.” 

Sherri was taken outside and given a 
citation - PC 602.1 for “Interfering with 
Business” by officer D.J. Onruh that de¬ 
mands she show up in criminal court on 
September 5. Sherri and A1 believe that 
they are being discriminated against be¬ 
cause they are homeless and Sherri is in a 
wheelchair. In a previous letter Sherri 
sent to McDonald’s, she wrote about an 
earlier incident where there was “no legal 
cause or justification to be escorted out 
of McDonalds by a Fresno City Police 
Officer.” 

Sherri wrote “I have been a regular pa¬ 
tron of this location for several years and 
never have had regular customers make 
complaints about my use of the restroom 
nor harassed by Me Donald staff. I may 
have left a slight mess when using the re¬ 
stroom but it is partly because of my 
health, limited condition and the inade¬ 
quate dispenser in the women’s restroom. 
The policies certainly violate the Ameri¬ 


cans with Disabilities Act as it relates to 
accommodating an individual with a dis¬ 
ability.” 

My daughter and filmmaker Simone 
Whalen-Rhodes arrived with her video 
camera. Torres came out and said “I’m 
going to have to ask you to leave, you can 
not video on our property.” Simone re¬ 
sponded that she has a legal right to be 
there and refused to leave. I arrived, hear¬ 
ing Torres say “sir, you are not allowed to 
take pictures... and I’m asking you to 
leave.” I replied that just because Torres 
didn’t want me there does not revoke my 
rights as a journalist. Torres eventually 
went inside and the issue was dropped. 

The police were now aware that this 
incident was being documented and de¬ 
cided not to arrest Sherri. Soon, a 
Sargeant and more officers arrived. The 
Sargeant asked for my identification and 
informed me that I could keep my photos 
and the video. This was tempered with a 
threat that they might get a court order to 
use them in a criminal proceeding. The 
officer told Sherri he was issuing the ci¬ 
tation because she was “trespassing and 
interfering with the business.” Sherri was 
finger printed and signed the citation. 

It is outrageous that homeless and dis¬ 
abled people are being denied service at 
McDonalds. McDonald’s response has 
not been to apologize or to say that they 
will provide restroom services for dis¬ 
abled and homeless people or any cus¬ 
tomer. It has been to send out corporate 
managers and go to businesses in the area 
to sign affidavits attacking A1 and Sherri, 
saying they are disruptive and not wel¬ 
come. Community people are not tolerat¬ 
ing this injustice and came out to 
demonstrate at the McDonalds to defend 
Sherri’s right to use the restroom. 

For more on this story, go to 
indybay.org (Central Valley). 
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Recent Supreme Court decisions represent 
a corporate coup, not a move to the right 


By Dr. Isaac Wolfe 

June 28th marked the end of the cur¬ 
rent session of the Supreme Court, dur¬ 
ing which the Court issued a number of 
decisions that attacked the basic rights 
of the American people. These deci¬ 
sions were described as representing a 
shift to the right produced by the ap¬ 
pointments of John Roberts and Samuel 
Alito (Washington Post, 2/29/07, page 
6A), which changed the liberal/conser¬ 
vative ratio from 4/5 to 5/4. However, 
these appointments represented a quali¬ 
tative change, a coup, and a step to¬ 
wards the open corporate control of the 
US. Consider the following: 

Roberts and Alito Were Clear 
Choices of Corporate America: For 
the first time in history organizations 
such as the National Manufactures’ As¬ 
sociation (NMA) took public stands in 
support of Roberts’ and Alito’s nomina¬ 
tions. NMA President John Engler de¬ 
scribed Roberts as someone who 
“understands the practical conse¬ 
quences of decisions for business” and 
Larry Kudlow wrote in the National Re¬ 
view, “John Roberts is right for growth 
and economy, a supreme pick for busi¬ 
ness.” Samuel Alito was described as a 


judge who would decide business cases 
with sensitivity to the values of free 
markets and the problems firms face 
from litigation and regulation, (bus- 
movie . typepad.com/ideoblog) 

The Court Moved to Resegregate 
Public Schools: In the case of “Parents 
Involved in Community Schools v. 
Seattle School Dis¬ 
trict No. 1,” the 
Court ruled against 
the voluntary inte¬ 
gration plans in 
Seattle, Washington 
and Louisville, 

Kentucky. In the de¬ 
cision, the Court 
stated that a studen¬ 
t’s race cannot be 
used to assign a stu¬ 
dent to a school, 
even for the pur¬ 
pose of preventing resegregation. This 
decision reversed the 1954 Brown v 
Board of Education ruling that separate 
educational facilities are inherently un¬ 
equal and that racial segregation was 
unconstitutional. 

The difference in the two decisions 
lies in the changing needs of capital. In 
the 1950s capital was beginning to in¬ 


dustrialize the South and segregated fac¬ 
tories were inefficient. The Brown v 
Board of Education decision helped 
pave the way for integrated, low-wage, 
non-union production in the South. To¬ 
day, the shift to production by robots is 
eliminating the need for any labor, ex¬ 
cept perhaps for slave labor. The Court’s 
decision in “Parents 
v Seattle Schools” 
meets the current 
need of capital to 
re segregate the 
American people in 
order to attack the 
unity of the new de¬ 
veloping class. 

The Court 
Moved to Limit 
Free Speech: In 
“Morse v. Freder¬ 
ick,” (the Bong 
Hits 4 Jesus case) the Court ruled that 
school officials can censor and punish 
student free speech even if the student’s 
action did not disrupt school activities. 
This ruling overturned the 1969 “Tin¬ 
kler v Des Moines Independent Com¬ 
munity School District” ruling which 
held that a school“could not arbitrarily 
prohibit free speech under the First and 


Fourteenth Amendments. 

The decision in the “Bong Hits 4 Je¬ 
sus” case reflects the shift from the ex¬ 
panding markets of the 1960s to today’s 
contracting markets. In the 1960s, polit¬ 
ical protest was tolerated as part of a so¬ 
cial bribe. In 2006, political protest 
cannot be tolerated. Although the Court 
framed their position as anti-drug, the 
decision can be used to effectively end 
all “unapproved” free speech in high 
schools and, by extension, in colleges as 
well as in any public arena. 

The Way Forward: Since the 1950s, 
the populists have told us that what you 
lose in streets can be won in the courts, 
and that morality and justice are the 
foundations of the US court system. 
Their current goal is to “take back the 
Supreme Court” (NY Times 7/8/07). 
But morality and justice have nothing to 
do with the rulings of the Court and the 
Court of the past 50 years no longer ex¬ 
ists. The current Court represents the 
new reality in the US and is a direct re¬ 
flection of the growing economic crisis 
and pro-fascist movement. The response 
to the recent Court rulings is not to take 
back the Court, but rather to take back 
our country in order to build a co-opera¬ 
tive society based upon justice for all. 


The current Court 
represents the new 
reality in the US and is 
a direct reflection of 
the growing economic 
crisis and pro-fascist 
movement. 


Corporate broadcasters 
dominate the radio 
debate in New Orleans 


By Jeremy Weir Alderson 
aka Nobody 

Shakespeare gave Richard the Third 
a now famous soliloquy in which he be¬ 
gins, “For want of a nail, the shoe was 
lost” and before long the war was lost as 
well. One could just as easily begin, 
“For want of a frequency”and end with 
the loss of New Orleans. 

It has been widely reported that, as 
Hurricane Katrina bore down on New 
Orleans, many radio stations were un¬ 
able to give warnings, because they 
were just automated parts of large 
chains with no local news or program¬ 
ming staffs on site to respond to an 
emergency. But most people do not 
know that a different version of the 
same problem afflicts the rebuilding ef¬ 
fort. 

These are NOLA’s non-commercial 
radio stations: WRBH, which does spe¬ 
cial programming for the blind and vi¬ 
sually impaired; WBSN, a Christian 


station; WWNO, a classical music sta¬ 
tion; WWOZ, a mostly jazz station; and 
WTUL, the student station of Tulane 
University, which plays all kinds of mu¬ 
sic I’m too old to listen to. 

As far as I know, these stations all do 
worthy work in their respective fields, 
but not one of them is a public affairs 
station. In other words, most radio dis¬ 
cussion of rebuilding New Orleans is in 
the hands of the same broadcast corpo¬ 
rations that abandoned the city to begin 
with. The poor people of New Orleans, 
who are already largely shut out of the 
rebuilding process, have no real broad¬ 
cast voice at all. 

There are two simple lessons to be 
drawn from this story. The first is that 
our problems are all connected. The 
second is that wherever the rich have 
disproportionate power, poor people 
pay with their lives. 

Jeremy Alderson is the founder of the 
Homelessness Marathon, a 14 hour radio 
broadcast featuring homeless people. 



SEE IT ON 
YOUTUBE 


New Book — 

Black Radical: 

The Education of an 
American Revolutionary 

By Nelson Peery 

Order today. Send $25, 
plus $4 postage. Make check 
payable to Speakers for a New 
America, do People’s Tribune, 
PO Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654 


View quick time historical videos on Youtube.com 

Black Radical By Nelson Peery 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S33j7YdrCOc 

The Lynching of Army Corporal John Jones 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sR0YrnMq4NE 

The Cleveland Period 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JljVNEELrLO 
The New York Period 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SKM-WJy9Ufk 
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Publicizing the American Dream 



By Steven Miller 

A decade ago, the government ended 
restrictions on advertising medicine on 
television. Since then we have been 
constantly deluged with stuff like “You 
need morfonax! Ask your doctor! Do 
not use if you have ever had a headache, 
bloody nose or use aspirin!”. 

Such advertising is illegal in Canada. 
US laws allow pharmaceutical corpora¬ 
tions to recoup the full costs of adver¬ 
tising in the cost of the medicines. The 
people who they market to must pay for 
the marketing. This is considered a pub¬ 
lic health issue in Canada and raises is¬ 
sues of public safety. The rights of the 
public trump the rights of the corpora¬ 
tions. 

Celebrex — an arthritis drug — was 
marketed on TV After 20,000 deaths 
from heart issues, it became public that 
the corporation knew all along that 
Celebrex was deadly. Lawsuits against 
Pfizer are now wending their way 
through the courts. Here the rights of 
the corporation trumped the rights of 
the public. Though Pfizer knowingly 
killed 5 times as many Americans as 
911, nobody is calling this terrorism. 

Cigarettes are known as the single 
most expensive threat to public health, 
costing billions a year for treatment. Yet 
the public bares this expense complete¬ 
ly, since in the US each person is re¬ 
sponsible for their own health care. 
Here the rights of the public are totally 
subordinate to corporate profits. 

People regularly give up tissue sam¬ 
ples all the time. You do a blood test to 
get insurance and regularly at the hospi¬ 
tal. You leave your appendix at the hos¬ 
pital when it is removed. In fact, if you 
ask for it, they will refuse to operate. 
The reason is, since the Supreme 
Court’s John Moore decision in 1991, 
people do not own their cells or body 
parts. Corporations do. They routinely 
use tissue samples to start tissue cul¬ 
tures which are mined for new and use¬ 
ful chemicals. Here the public has no 
rights at all. 

The concepts of “The Public”, the 
rights and powers of the people, the idea 
of the public good and how far it ex¬ 
tends are shriveled, shrunken and dra¬ 
matically restricted in America. Now 
we are seeing the greatest wave of pri¬ 
vatization since the West was given 
away to the railroads. Assaults on the 
public are growing daily. 

Historically, the US has only recog¬ 


nized the concept of “civil rights”, and 
these are mostly seen as commercial 
rights. Little recognition of public pow¬ 
er here. All industrialized countries, ex¬ 
cept the US, recognize certain 
economic rights. Free universal health 
care is an economic right. Your right to 
live to an old age without having to 
work is an economic right. France al¬ 
lows everyone a 5 week paid vacation at 
government expense. Enshrined in law, 
these are things Americans only dream 
about. 

The UN Charter of Human Rights 
was the first legal statement that the 
rights of the public are inviolable and 
should always be the priority in any 
government. The Constitution of 
Venezuela holds that the goal of govern¬ 
ment is to guarantee the fullest develop¬ 
ment of human potential and its 
capacity. Unlike the US, where uncon¬ 
stitutionality is only applied to laws, in 
Venezuela, any social entity, from gov¬ 
ernment bodies to corporations, can be 
prevented from violating the Constitu¬ 


tion. Imagine how this would play out 
in the US! 

Most of the world has a greatly ex¬ 
panded concept of the Public and its 
rights and powers compared to the US. 

In fact, since the elimination of the 
paltry right for poor mothers to receive 
money to help their children (this was 
embodied in Welfare), the US has rede¬ 
fined the few public rights as “entitle¬ 
ments”. Currently the American people 
only recognize two entitlements. They 
feel they are entitled to Social Security 
and to public education (K12). 

Both Republicans and Democrats, 
not to mention their billion dollar cor¬ 
porate attack dogs, have declared that 
both of these entitlements should be pri¬ 
vatized. This will transfer hundreds of 
billions of dollars, if not trillions, in 
public wealth directly into the stock 
market and the hands of corporations 
offering “services”. These same ser¬ 
vices, that we get for free because they 
are public, will be something we pay 
for. Like every other case of privatiza¬ 
tion, the quality of the services will be 
subordinated to corporate profiteering 
and therefore will dramatically drop. 

The question before this country is 
basically this: are there collective needs 
and are there universal values? We 
should debate this out, then guarantee 
whatever the Public wants. 

Private corporations can never ad¬ 
dress these precisely because they put 


private interests above public ones. 
Why should the things we use together 
and in common be considered private 
property? Wealth means collective - the 
forests and the waters, our health, the 
media, the technology that builds the 
world. Riches, on the other hand, refer 
to private riches. 

Another way to look at this is to de¬ 
fine what it is to be human and to de¬ 
mand that collective society guarantee 
these things as rights. Clearly humans 
need the essentials of food, shelter, 
clothing, education, health care and cul¬ 
ture. Only true public power in the 
broadest sense, enshrined in law and 
guaranteed locally, can possibly guaran¬ 
tee that everyone has equal access to 
their human potential. 

The Declaration of Independence 
was the first document to make the 
needs of the people the purpose of gov¬ 
ernment. This has devolved to the cur¬ 
rent state where the needs of 
corporations are the purpose of govern¬ 
ment and the state uses its powers of 
force to make this happen through pri¬ 
vatization. 

The only counter to privatization is to 
expand the powers of the public in all 
directions: to take public control of en¬ 
ergy, food, technology, health care, edu¬ 
cation, water and everything we use in 
common. They say privatize; we say 
publicize! 


Photo Correction 

The photo regarding Black-Brown unity in the July People’s Tribune is not 
from the US Social Forum (as the caption reads). It is actually from an im¬ 
migrant rights march that took place in Los Angeles, CA in April of2006. 
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Minnesota bridge collapse 

Capital fiddles 
while the USA 
crumbles 


From the People’s Tribune 
Science Desk 


The collapse of the Interstate 35 W 
Bridge in Minneapolis and the recent 
explosion of a steam line in New York City 
have been attributed to “a lack of 
resources,” neglect, a failure to attend to 
inspections, incompetence, etc. But the 
widespread decay of the state of local 
infrastructures is due instead to a basic 
change in capitalism. The more than 
77,000 bridges which are declining and 
dangerous were predominantly built 
between 1956 and 1965. Their construction 
was initiated by the Federal-Aid Highway 
Act of 1956, which was enacted during the 
Eisenhower administration. The develop¬ 
ment of an interstate highway system 
reflected the needs of an expanding indus¬ 


trial base. The infrastructures of major 
cities such as New York City were also 
built during economic expansion and 
reflected the need to concentrate working 
people and administrative functions. 

We are now in an era of a constricting 
economic base where jobs are being 
exported or replaced by robots and capital 
no longer needs a functioning and efficient 
infrastructure. Thus, roads and bridges are 
allowed to rot and collapse and pipes run¬ 
ning below NYC and other major cities are 
allowed to rust and explode. The status of 
our roads, bridges, hospitals, schools, and 
housing is declining at the same time that 
profits are increasing. The only way to 
repair our country and to save humanity is 
to take control of it and to run it as a 
cooperative society. 

Watch the peoplestribune.org website 
for more analysis on this issue. 


WATER WARRIOR: 

Marian Kramer gets national recognition for fighting water cutoffs for poor! 

Marian Kramer, a woman who has dedicated her life to the organization and education of 
America’s poor about a new America, is a finalist for the prestigious Civic Ventures 
Award. This is the nation’s only large-scale award for those working to solve a critical so¬ 
cial problem in the second half of life. Among the candidates are a corporate CEO who 
has turned his multi-billion dollar carpet company into a model for environmental sus¬ 
tainability and Marian Kramer, a grassroots organizer fighting for the right to affordable 
water in Detroit. Send your letters of support for Marian Kramer to info@speakers- 
foranewamerica.com. 

Read more at http://www.purposeprize.org/finalists/finalists2007.cfm. 



Send for FREE copies of 
the new Speakers for a 
New America brochure. 

Book speakers now for Fall 2007. 

Call 800-691-6888 or email 
info@speakersforanewamerica.com. 


People’s Tribune Radio is the monthly half 
hour news magazine that brings the voices 
of the people to the airwaves. Tune in to 
hear some of the most provocative 
stories, speakers, interviews, 
commentaries and ideas available on 
Radio and the Internet (via Real Audio). 



On the web 
@ www.ptradio.org 
or call 800-691-6888 
for sample copies 


THE FUTURE IS UP TO US! 

Editor’s note: This column is excerpts from Nelson 
Peery’s book, “The Future Is Up To Us: A Revolutionary 
Talking Politics with the American People.” 

Send your thoughts to info@peoplestribune.org. 

To order the book, send $12 to Speakers for a New 
America Books, c/o People’s Tribune, P.0. Box 3524, 

Chicago, IL 60654-3524. 

The economic integration of 
the African American and class politics 

There is no economic or historic reason that the African Ameri¬ 
can should remain an exclusive community. The two most important 
Black institutions are the church and the schools. The schools have, 
to some degree, been integrated and there is a broad and important 
movement especially in the south to break the rigid de facto segrega¬ 
tion in religion. White and Black ministers are beginning to preach to 
one another’s congregations and some churches have merged. 

At the same time, the white ruling class still has the power and 
connections to appoint most of the Black “leaders.” The rest are mur¬ 
dered, jailed or demonized so as to be rendered ineffective. The 
seeming rallying around Black “leaders” is mostly an expression of 
justified fear of the man. 

As we look at history we see that, as slavery ground to an end, the 
strivings of the ex-slaves were to enter American life according to 
economic status. As the Southern elite regained the upper hand, they 
legally and ideologically imposed the segregation that forced this 
weak Black bourgeoisie to organize and depend upon “their” market. 
At that point “all Black unity” again emerged. 

Black migration to the north was just another migration. Take 
away the color factor and you will see that the Blacks improved their 
economic status in the North at exactly the same rate as other immi¬ 
grants. They were probably a little better off than the Italian immi¬ 
grants. The improvement of their economic and eventually social 
conditions proceeded normally. Education, the emergence of the 
Black woman as a wage earner and her struggle for equality within 
the Black family, were all moving ahead as with any other immi¬ 
grant. At a certain point of Irish immigration suddenly there was 
Irish domination of politics; similarly for the Italian or the Norwe¬ 
gian. Likewise, there was an emergence of Black politics as the 
Blacks moved into these ghettos. The difference is that in the main, 
the Black politician’s influence was limited to the ghetto, while the 
ethnic white’s influence became national. 

[Actually, I hate the use of the term ghetto, because it’s really not 
a ghetto.To get out of the ghetto all a Jewish person had to do was to 
publicly renounce the Hebrew religion and he could leave. The Black 
doesn’t leave by renouncing being an African American. He gets out 
when he has the money to leave. The Blacks didn’t have any choice. 
It is not a ghetto; it is a segregated slum.] 

The concentration of Blacks in these inner cities created the con¬ 
ditions for the rise of Black politics and a Black politician whose in¬ 
terest lay more and more with the segregation and isolation of his 
constituency. Do you think Richard J. Daley’s Chicago machine 
could have existed for ten minutes without the most loyal support by 
the Black political criminals — the political criminals who were rip¬ 
ping off the city right along with the Daleys? The Black politicians 
were the ones who sold the idea of public housing high rises such as 
the Robert Taylor Homes.They knew the only reason for these pro¬ 
jects was to permanently segregate the Blacks. They also understood 
that permanent de facto segregation with de jure integration was in 
their economic interest. 

So Blacks went into the factory the same way that the Irish or Ital¬ 
ians did, as immigrants. That is to say taking the simplest jobs at the 
lowest wages and then begin working themselves up. Little by little 
they inched ahead. Then suddenly, in came automation that wiped out 
the unskilled and semi skilled sector—the sector where they worked. 

Robotics, or electronic production, like anything else develops 
from simple to complex. Wiping out huge sectors of the unskilled 
and semi-skilled was just the beginning. Today, every sector of pro¬ 
duction and service is hit. The result is a whole new class of once fi¬ 
nancially stable but now impoverished workers is forming 
internationally. They are the fighting edge of the new worldwide 
movement against poverty. 
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Profit driven ‘bloody’ 


Whirpool 



Protesting auto job cuts in Michigan. The sign says it all. 


By Sheridan Talbott 

When Whirlpool spokesperson Jody 
Lau announced in May 2006 the closing 
of the Maytag plant in Herrin, IL, 
Whirlpool had with the stroke of a pen 
thrown 1000 workers out work and 
eliminated a $35 million annual payroll. 
On the same day, at the same time, they 
did the same thing to two other Maytag 
plants—one in Newton, Iowa and an¬ 
other in Searcy, Arkansas. Over 4,500 
no longer had a means of earning a liv¬ 
ing. 

News coverage of the closures was 
immediate—radio, TV, newspapers. It 
seemed every Maytag worker in Herrin 
interviewed described Whirlpool’s deci¬ 
sion as “devastating.” Surely the same 
was true in Newton and Searcy. 

The effects of the closures are broad. 
You don’t eliminate a $35 million annu¬ 
al payroll from an economy such as is 
found in Southern Illinois without seri¬ 
ous consequences for entire communi¬ 
ties. Jobs in support industries, such as 
trucking and transportation, are affect¬ 
ed. Jobs in retail are affected. Jobs in 
various service industries are affected. 
Such closures are another blow to al¬ 
ready suffering municipal and state 
economies. 

At the time, Jody Lau’s words sound¬ 
ed almost caring, even woeful. But 
then, “words do not reality make.” 
Whirlpool is a huge multi-national cor¬ 
poration with holdings all around the 
world. Brand names include 
Whirlpool, Maytag, KitchenAid, Jenn- 
Air, Amana, Brastemp, Bauknecht, 
among others. At present, the Compa¬ 
ny has captured approximately 50% of 
their markets. Whirlpool is profit dri¬ 
ven, pure and simple. 

Purely from the stand point of their 
“profit”—that is, purely from the stand 
point of deepening already deep pock¬ 
ets—the closures in Herrin, Newton, 
and Searcy were quite rational. 

In 2004 Whirlpool committed a $145 
million to upgrading its lines in its fa¬ 
cilities in Clyde and Marion, Ohio with 
labor saving technology. When 


Whirlpool bought the Maytag Corpora¬ 
tion in March, 2006 for $1.8 billion, 
production in Herrin, in Newton, and in 
Searcy could be and has been moved to 
Ohio. Production that took approxi¬ 
mately 6,500 workers now takes from 2 
to 3 thousand, and Whirlpool has May- 
tag’s market. 

Whirlpool calls this their “integration 
with the Maytag Corporation.” As for 
the 4, 500 workers displaced; their abil¬ 
ity to work lost all value for Whirlpool, 
so they were of no value. Whirlpool 
doesn’t give a damn about these peoples 
or their families. So much for the myth 
we’re somehow “all in this together,” 
the myth of a “partnership between la¬ 
bor and capital.” It’s just that, a myth 
and a fraud. 

On May 10, 2006, just hours after 
Whirlpool’s decision became public, 
state and local officials called a news 
conference trying to offer some hope of 
keeping the Herrin plant open. But 
Whirlpool’s decision was, as it said, “fi¬ 
nal,” and all were powerless to do a 
thing about it. Legally, Whirlpool was 
perfectly within its rights and had made 
its decision long before May, 10. 

The law protects Whirlpool’s “prop¬ 
erty” rights. Said another way, the law 
guarantees Whirlpool’s right to cast out 
1,000 workers into joblessness in Her¬ 
rin, and their families into uncertainty. 
The same holds for Newton and Searcy. 
Cold blooded? Well, profit rules, not 
for human need. 

The law hasn’t protected these May¬ 
tag workers from Whirlpool’s drive for 
profit; just like it hasn’t protected the 
working people of Benton Harbor from 
Whirlpool seizing their humble homes 
for the corporation’s highly profitable 
Harbor Shores development; just like it 
hasn’t protected 45,000 working people 
in Detroit from having their water shut 
off as part of a corporate move to priva¬ 
tize and profit off of even this basic hu¬ 
man need. Need we ask whose law is it 
anyway? Yes, “society must take over 
these corporations or these corporations 
will take over society.” 

We know what’s going on, we’re not 


organized highly enough to successfully 
take the offensive, the offensive against 
the corporations and the money bags 
that own them. We have the right to 
work; the right to earn a living; the right 
to take care of our families. We have the 
right to our homes, the right to health 
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care, the right to education for our chil¬ 
dren, even the right to drinking water. 
Apparently not a legal right, but a right 
nonetheless. We would have these ba¬ 
sic rights if we organized in our inter¬ 
ests as the class we are. 


Give the homeless a chance 


Orlandis Cage 

“People say that they are 
looking out for the homeless 
and they get government 
grants to help out, but in¬ 
stead they put it all in their 
own pockets that is suppose 
to go for a building intended 
in helping the homeless. But 
yet they charge them $450- 
$500 a month for rent. 


Homeless people reach out 
for help but when its not there 
they lose all faith and hope in 
those who say one thing and 
do another. People need to give 
the homeless people a chance 
in life, and to help out the sin¬ 
gle homeless men as well as 
the women. Housing is more 
available to a single homeless 
woman while a single home¬ 
less man is put on the back- 


burner and then people wonder 
why men act like they do. 
But...they have lost confidence 
in people when they say they 
are looking out for the home¬ 
less. But what about the men 
who are really trying? This 
leads a lot of homeless men 
into personality and attitude 
problems as well as alcohol, 
drugs, gambling, and sexuality 
which leads to depression and 


suicide. What if they were 
homeless? They need to put 
themselves in this position to 
really know what it feels like to 
be living on the streets. But the 
name of the game is trying to 
survive day by day and living 
on a prayer that someone will 
take the time to listen and to re¬ 
ally care about homeless peo¬ 
ple who have feelings and 
rights as well. 


Correction 

The story about Benton 
Harbor basketball star 
Wilson Chandler published 
in the July, 2007 People’s 
Tribune is being retracted at 
this time. 
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BENTON HARBOR, MICH. SPEAKS OUT 


Rev. Pinkney hearing on August 24 
12 noon rally — be there 


One of the most important court 
hearings in Michigan will be held on 
Aug. 24, 2007 at 1 PM. It will focus on 
the illegalities of Rev. Edward 
Pinkney’s “vote fraud” trial. Justice in 
Berrien County took a big step back¬ 
ward into the darkness of fear and big¬ 
otry when an all white jury convicted a 
Black community activist. The jury’s 
willingness to find guilt beyond a rea¬ 
sonable doubt, relying on testimony 
from Brenda Fox was an indication that 
the jury violated the sanctity of the oath 
and was motivated by something other 
than the pursuit of truth. Pinkney’s 
lawyer said you couldn’t send a dog to 
the dog pound on the testimony of 
Brenda Fox. 

A 12 noon rally will be the same day 
at the corner of Riverview and Main, 
Benton Harbor, at the Michigan Works 
building. (There will be a second hear¬ 
ing and rally on Sept. 21, 2007, at 12 
noon.) 

The whole country is needed for sup¬ 
port. Corruption is not only out of con¬ 
trol in Berrien County, but in all 50 
states. It is important for you and your 
group to support Rev. Pinkney and the 
Benton Harbor community, which is 
undergoing an enormous struggle for 
justice. It is the struggle of a lifetime. 
Rev. Pinkney is leading a fight against 
one of the biggest international corpo¬ 
rations. Human abuse from these corpo¬ 
rations is occurring every day in 
America— but many Americans think 
it can’t happen to them. 



Rev. Edward Pinkney and his wife 
Dorothy. photo/daymonjhartley.com 


There will be six motions heard on 
Aug 24: 

[1] Motion to dismiss for failure to 
arraign 

[2] Motion for a new trial based on 
effective assistance of counsel 

[3] Motion for new trial based on the 
lack of public trial 

[4] Motion to dismiss based on jury 
bias [juror contaminated the jury] 

[5] Motion for denial of a fair jury 
trial under the fifth and six amendment 
based on the denial of the challenge to 
systematically under-representation of 
minorities on the juries 

[6] Motion to dismiss for failure to 
allow due process 

Send legal donations to: BANCO, 
1940 Union St., Benton Harbor, MI 
49022 


We’re Not Using Our Constitution 

“We should give Iraq our constitution. It was written by intelligent people. 
It has worked reasonably well for over 200 years, but we’re not using it 
anymore. The poor are forced to fight for a new America, free of want 
with justice and cooperation. If all Americans unite around the struggle of 
the poor, their vision of a new world can be won.” 

— Rev. Edward Pinkney 



Benton Harbor rally for justice. 

BENTON HARBOR NEWS: 
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Ninety-five year old woman maced by Benton Harbor police 

Mrs. Marie Washington, age 95, of 692 Highland St. in Benton Harbor, was sit¬ 
ting on her porch one night recently when a fight broke out down the street. A 
police officer came to her house and told her that her grandson was involved. 
She said, “No, two families were fighting.” THE POEICE OFFICER MACED 
HER IN THE FACE AS SHE SAT IN A CHAIR. This shows that you are never 
to old to suffer police brutality in Benton Harbor. 


Police chief almost kills a woman for smoking 

On June 11, 2007 Ms. Masseline Cleve was given a karate chop to the throat by 
Benton Harbor Chief of Police, A1 Mingo. The blow was so hard it knocked the 
air out of her and she felt as if she might not recover. He walked over to her in a 
park thinking maybe she was smoking a marijuana cigarette but found it was a 
regular cigarette. Police brutality rolls on in Benton Harbor. It matters not if you 
are a Black man or woman: you better beware. 


Charter Provision 

A Charter Provision, will be placed on the ballot for a public vote. It says, “As 
we the voting residents do hereby approve the establishment of a Civilian Investi¬ 
gated Panel WITH SUBPOENA POWER THAT INVESTIGATES ALLEGED 
POLICE MISCONDUCT AND IMPROPER PROCEDURES AND PRACTICE. 
A PETITION IS BEING CIRCULTED. PLEASE SIGN THE PETITION. 
Whirlpool runs Berrien County in every way: BOYCOTT WHIRLPOOL & 
OUST UPTON! 


No water in jail 

The Berrien County jail was in a environment health hazard condition recently. . . 
no water . . . you could not even flush the toilet, you could not wash your body, 
your hands or face.The whole jail was stinking. It was a whole lot of suffering for 
the prisoners in Berrien County, Michigan — Rev. Smith 
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Save Jean Klock Park! 

Whirlpool and developers are try¬ 
ing to turn the historic Jean Klock 
Park on Lake Michigan in Benton 
Harbor into an expensive golf course 
surrounded by extravagant homes. 

“The project is a coup for 
Whirlpool, which will have upscale 
homes and amenities to offer its ex¬ 
ecutives. .. developers expect two- 
thirds of the homes to be bought as 
second homes, many by 
Chicagoans.” 

— Detroit Free Press, August 3, 2007 

Watch the Save Jean Klock Park 
video at http://www.youtube.com/ 
watch? v=d6B 6hU a_S C 0 
























